[The mesothelial cells].
Mesothelial cells are described in situ at the surface of the pleura. Their functions are discussed, in relation with the inflammatory response to different agents (infectious agents, mineral fibres...) and with the carcinogenic transformation, particularly in relation to asbestos exposure. The mechanisms of fibrogenesis, either symphysis or pleural plaques, are not clearly understood. The numerous studies now in progress on the different steps and mechanisms of mesothelial transformation and mesothelioma genesis are summarized focusing on the most recent cytogenetic and molecular biology findings.